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Local Meetings
with outreach
About Us
Discovering Quakers is a Quaker outreach initiative, a
registered charity and a Quaker Recognised Body. We act
as a first point of contact for people curious about
Quakers online. We promote Quakers nationally through
social media and our website, produce an enquirers' email
newsletter, run weekly online events for enquirers, and
occasionally we publish Quaker books such as Being a
Quaker by Geoffrey Durham.

Our outreach activities focus on the ‘digital marketing’
aspects of outreach – connecting with members of the
public online, informing them about Quakers and letting
them know that if they would like to give it a try, they will
be made very welcome.

Our main way of reaching out to people is through social
media advertising – you may have seen our advert on ‘7
Interesting Facts about Quakers’. We also reach out
through our website aimed at the general public with
regularly updated content, and posting content on
Facebook, Instagram, and TikTok. We also have a
dedicated website explaining our work with LMs.

Our Team
We are a small group of members and attenders from
various parts of Britain who are passionate about Quaker
outreach. Early on we recognised that to be sustainable
we needed to be supported by paid expertise which we
were delighted to find was available within our Quaker
communities. We pay for the services of a Digital
Marketing Specialist, an Outreach Coordinator and a
Content Coordinator. There's more information about all
the Friends involved on our website.
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What we do:
DQconnect
Connecting enquirers to their LMs
In July 2024 we launched a new service for enquirers to
put them directly in touch with a Friendly contact person
from their Local Meeting. 

When people who are new to Quakers sign up to our
email newsletters, they are offered an opportunity to be
introduced to a contact person from their Local Meeting.
An email is then sent to the enquirer and LM to make the
introduction, and the LM can take it from there to reach
out and answer any questions.

We’ve written a template answer which you can copy
and edit to provide details about your own Local Meeting.
We recommend that you keep a copy to hand for any
time an enquirer gets in touch.
You can access the template by clicking this link.

FAQs about DQconnect

How do I sign my Local Meeting up?
To sign your Local Meeting up to this service, please visit
this link.

How do I change our LM contact details?
Please make any changes by revisiting the sign up form,
using this link.

What information does the enquirer already have?
Enquirers often have very little prior knowledge about
Quakerism when they choose to get in touch. They’ll
have seen a short ad listing some introductory facts
about Quakers, and they may have read our digital
Introductory Pack. They may also have looked at our
social media pages or received some introductory emails
from us explaining the basics, but it is best to assume
they are not hugely familiar with the Quaker Way.

What should I say to a new enquirer?

Please don’t be disheartened! Not all enquirers do follow
up. Quaker Meetings aren’t going to be everybody’s cup
of tea even if it initially sounds appealing to them, or they
may be saving their visit for a ‘rainy day’.

Why haven’t I heard back from my enquirer?Updates to this service are regularly
communicated by email and in our monthly
Local Outreach Forum (2nd Thursday of each
month at 1pm on Zoom). Please get in touch
with us if you want to receive these updates.

D
is

co
ve

ri
ng

 Q
ua

ke
rs

info@discoveringquakers.org.ukmeetings.discoveringquakers.org.ukUK Registered Charity 1206818

Publication date: 06/01/2025

https://meetings.discoveringquakers.org.uk/enquirers-service
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eOWjrlB_97UYtjZsEbJ5R7_ZBiIwB69qv0DaOd1YSEc/edit?usp=sharing
https://meetings.discoveringquakers.org.uk/enquirers-service/
https://meetings.discoveringquakers.org.uk/enquirers-service/
https://meetings.discoveringquakers.org.uk/enquirers-service/
https://meetings.discoveringquakers.org.uk/enquirers-service/
https://www.discoveringquakers.org.uk/introductory-pack


What we do:
Other outreach

Being a Quaker
In the autumn of 2024 we published a newly revised
edition of Geoffrey Durham’s Being a Quaker. 

“This book contains everything you always wanted to
know about Quakerism but were afraid to ask. It is an
ideal gift to give to newcomers who want to understand
what ‘the Quaker way’ is all about.”

- Trish Carn, The Friend

Resources for Local Meetings
We have a printable brochure for new enquirers which
explains what happens in a Meeting for Worship and
where they can find out more about the Quaker Way. 
You can access this resource here.

Weekly online sessions for
newcomers

On Tuesday evenings we host Quaker Lives on Zoom,
where a guest speaker talks about how their Quakerism
has influenced their life. Each session includes a Q&A
session and short Meeting for Worship to give newcomers
a taste of what Quaker silence is like. Here is a link to
further information about these events. 
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Social media

Discovering Quakers is on Facebook, Instagram, and
TikTok. If you're seeking content for your Local Meeting
social media pages, you are very welcome to share or
repost content from our own social media accounts. 

Website, blog, and newsletter

Our main website contains a library of key resources for
enquirers including articles, videos, podcasts, and
further reading.

Our fortnightly newsletter shares new content from our
blog and notices for upcoming events that are suitable
for newcomers.

If you would like to write a short article for our blog, or
have your enquirer-oriented event featured on our
events pages, please get in touch. 
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Support the future of outreach

Discovering Quakers was initially funded by the BYM
Adventurous Outreach Fund. This was a time-limited fund
which closed halfway through 2024. Since then we have
been transitioning to being funded by donations from
Quaker Meetings and individual Friends.

Our base operating costs are £32,000 per year which covers
our paid team to sustainably deliver key elements of our
work, supporting our volunteers, managing social media
advertising, and paying for the technology to do all of these
things. 

Looking forward to 2025, we have identified a number of
things we believe are essential to our ongoing success: we
would like to upgrade DQconnect, produce more outreach
assets, such as posters and leaflets for Meetings, and videos
for the Discovering Quakers website and social media
channels.

DQ’s funding status

We believe we are making a real difference to
Quaker outreach and we need the help of
Friends to continue our work. 

Please consider supporting our outreach
work, either as an individual donor, or
through your Local or Area Meeting.
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